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The first step a county legislative body should take when it prepares to develop a redistricting plan is
to appoint a reapportionment committee. Although this committee is not a statutory requirement, most
counties find that it greatly facilitates the process. In selecting the committee the legislative body will wish
to achieve broad representation of the county, but a committee that is too large can prove cumbersome.
Membership in the county legislative body is not required to serve on the reapportionment committee,
and the inclusion of others is often helpful. After the committee has formed and the official county population from the latest federal census is known, the committee should determine the population in each
voting precinct and then group these into "reasonably compact and contiguous" districts with substantially equal population and representation.
Districts cannot overlap one another, and no voting precinct may be split into different districts, except
that in counties with 20 or more county legislative body districts, the election commission may establish
a precinct that encompasses two or more districts with written approval from the coordinator of elections.
T.C.A. § 5-1-111. Although the new voting districts need not conform to the boundaries of the original civil
districts, these latter areas are to be preserved as they existed at the time of the first apportionment, for
record-keeping purposes. T.C.A. § 5-1-112.
Before the new reapportionment plan takes effect, it must be put into writing and adopted by a majority of
the county legislative body. Finally, the county legislative body must commission a map or maps showing
the new voting districts as well as the original civil districts. Copies must be filed with the county clerk,
comptroller and the secretary of state; revised maps must be filed within 90 days of any revision. T.C.A.
§ 5-1-110.
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