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The county legislative body is required by law to fund authorized expenses fixed by law for the operation
of the sheriff's office, including the salary of all the sheriff's deputies.T.C.A. § 8-24-103(a)(1) State ex rel.
Ledbetter v. Duncan, 702 S.W.2d 163, 165 (Tenn. 1985) (We hold that the provision requires the county
legislative body to fully fund the salaries of all deputies as set by the circuit or criminal court pursuant to
T.C.A. Chapter 20 of Title 8).
The county legislative body may not adopt a budget that reduces below current levels the salaries and
number of employees in the sheriff's office without the sheriff's consent. In the event the county legislative
body fails to budget any salary expenditure that is a necessity for the discharge of the statutorily mandated duties of the sheriff, the sheriff may seek a writ of mandamus to compel such appropriation. T.C.A. §
8-20-120.
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