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Undue Hardship

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the con-
tents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
Nashville, TN. 37219

615-532-3555 phone

615-532-3699 fax
ctas@tennessee.edu
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Undue Hardship

Reference Number: CTAS-2022

Employers are not required to implement any reasonable accommodation that would present an undue
hardship on the business. Undue hardship means that the accommodation would be unduly costly, ex-
tensive, substantial or disruptive, or would fundamentally alter the nature of operation of the business.
Factors to be considered include the cost of the accommodation, the size and financial resources of the
employer, and the nature and structure of the employer's business. An employer is not required to lower
production standards or eliminate essential job functions to implement a reasonable accommodation. 42
U.S.C. § 12111(10).

If an employer is part of a larger organization, the structure and assets of the larger organization would
be considered when determining if an accommodation is an undue hardship. Larger employers are usu-
ally expected to make accommodations that require greater effort and expense than would be required
of a smaller employer.

Employers should look for outside funding when reasonable accommodations are costly. Vocational re-
habilitation agencies may provide funds and the cost of providing accommodations can be offset by state
and federal tax credits or deductions. Also, the individual with the disability should be given the opportu-
nity to provide the accommaodation or help pay for an accommodation that creates an undue hardship on
an employer.

Employers are liable for contractual relationships. 29 C.F.R. § 1630..6.

Under Title Il of the ADA, if your business is a place of public accommodation then you must provide
accessibility to the general public. Title Ill also requires places of public accommodation and commercial
facilities to provide accessibility during new construction or renovation.
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