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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
Nashville, TN. 37219
615-532-3555 phone
615-532-3699 fax
ctas@tennessee.edu
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

T.C.A. § 10-5-101 provides the foundation for local maintenance of effort for public libraries. That section
includes the wording that, in order to participate in the state’s multi-county regional library program, counties must make “the minimum local appropriation of funds as…required by the Secretary of State.” Should
a county commission decide to decrease local funding to the public library and fail in meeting MOE, the
county risks losing the following benefits:
Professional consulting and technical assistance to library boards and staff,
The collection of state-owned books, DVD’s, downloadable audio, and other library materials, which can
range up to nearly 100% of the local library collections in small counties,
Access to grant funding for special projects,
Statistical information and other state and national data related to public library service,
Workshops and training for library boards and staff, and
Ongoing technology support for public library computer hardware and software.
Additional information concerning the benefits of meeting library MOE can be found by contacting the
State Librarian and Archivist at (615) 741-7996. AG Opinion No. 08-193 on MOE: State Grants for Libraries and Emergency Communications Boards.
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