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The jurisdictional limit of the general sessions court is $25,000 in all civil cases in all counties, except in
cases of forcible entry and detainer, where the court has unlimited original jurisdiction, including jurisdiction to award an alternative money judgment. Also, the general sessions court judges have jurisdiction
to issue restraining orders and enforce penalty provisions for violation of these restraining orders. T.C.A.
§ 16-15-501. Attorney's fees, court costs and discretionary costs are not included in the calculation of
whether a judgment entered by the general sessions court exceeds these monetary jurisdictional limits.
T.C.A. §§ 16-15-501, 29-30-102. The court has jurisdiction to try misdemeanor cases and may issue sentences within the limits provided by law for the particular offense. T.C.A. § 40-1-109. Pursuant to T.C.A.
§ 40-11-204, general sessions judges also hear petitions for relief on forfeited recognizances.
In many counties, the general sessions court may have, by private or public act, other subject matter jurisdiction, including probate, domestic relations, and Workers' compensation. See T.C.A. §§ 16-15-401,
40-6-214 (arrest warrants), 27-8-105 (certiorari), 17-2-209 (divorce interchange), 17-2-208 (interchange),
and private acts relative to jurisdiction in the various counties.
Civil cases, originating in general sessions court and appealed to a higher court, shall not be dismissed
for informalities, but shall be tried on the merits of the case. The higher court shall allow all amendments
in the form of the action, the parties in the case, or the statement of the cause of action when necessary
to reach the merits. The trial, including damages awarded, is de novo. T.C.A. § 16-15-729.
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