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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
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The University of Tennessee
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Beer permits are issued to the owner of the business or other entity responsible for the premises for
which the permit is sought, whether a person, firm, corporation, joint-stock company, syndicate, association, or a local governmental entity when the governing body has authorized such sales of beer. A
permit is valid only for the owner to whom it is issued, and it cannot be transferred to another owner.
When the owner is a corporation, a change in ownership (necessitating a new permit) occurs when control of at least fifty percent (50%) of the stock of the corporation is transferred to a new owner. T.C.A.
§ 57-5-103(a). A beer permit does not transfer by corporate merger. Mapco Petroleum, Inc. v. Basden,
774 S.W.2d 598 (Tenn. 1989). Similarly, permits are valid only for the business operating under the name
identified in the permit application. T.C.A. § 57-5-103(a)(2)(C). If the name of the business changes, a
new permit must be obtained.
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