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Tennessee Code Annotated §§ 68-4-102 - 68-4-103 govern the disposition of unclaimed bodies of persons dying in charitable or penal institutions, publicly supported institutions, and those “delivered to a
public official for burial or cremation at public expense.” The requirements are very generally summarized as follows:
• "Immediately" notify the nearest or other relative of the person, if any relative is known.
• Hold the body for 96 hours after notification of relative.
• If the body is unclaimed after 96 hours, notify the chief medical examiner.
• If the chief medical examiner does not demand the body within 72 hours, the body “shall be
buried as provided by law or cremated in accordance with § 68-4-113.”
Pursuant to T.C.A. § 68-4-113, the coroner, medical investigator or county medical examiner may direct
the cremation of an unclaimed dead body, provided that the proper notice is given and the body is held
for the time period provided in T.C.A. § 68-4-103.
If the disposition of the remains of the decedent becomes the responsibility of the county, the public officer or employee responsible for arranging the final disposition of the decedent's remains shall have the
right to control the location, manner and conditions of disposition. T.C.A. § 62-5-703(11).
Counties are authorized to appropriate moneys for the burial or cremation expenses of any poor person
dying in the county, leaving no means to pay for the same. T.C.A. § 5-9-101(4).
Before the county can pay for a pauper’s burial, an affidavit must be filed with the county showing the
cost, and that the person was buried in the county, and that the claimant has no other means of obtaining
payment. T.C.A. § 5-9-311.
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