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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
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Reference Number: CTAS-20
The county legislative body has important duties. For example, the county legislative body—
• has duties with respect to the acceptance of county roads, the annual updating and approval of
the county road list, and the closing of roads not deemed worthy of inclusion on the county road
list.
• may adopt optional general laws in the areas of financial management, budgeting and purchasing.
• has important duties with respect to approving the issuance of county debt instruments such as
bonds and notes.
• has a duty to provide courthouse space for the state courts and jail facilities (alone or in conjunction with one or more counties) as well as for certain county officials.
• may adopt comprehensive zoning for the area of the county outside the corporate limits of the
municipalities.
• has a duty to have a countywide personnel policy (although several offices may have their own
policy separate from the general county policy).
• may provide medical and life insurance benefits to county employees and county officials
through insurance or self-insurance.
• has the authority to regulate dogs, cats and stray animals.
• may, by two-thirds vote of the county legislative body, adopt regulations to prevent public nuisances.
• may determine whether or not to adopt a distance rule regarding the sale of beer at retail.
The county legislative body must determine how to deal with its liability risks through either insurance,
self-insurance, or joint self-insurance through an insurance pool. Many of the records of the county are
very valuable and the county legislative body has an important role with the county public records commission and other county officials to preserve records of permanent value and to manage the county's
records efficiently. The county legislative body has a role in either electing or approving the appointment
of many county officials and department heads. Also, the county legislative body may decide to limit the
duties of constables to process serving and take away law enforcement powers, or to abolish the office
at the end of the terms of the incumbent constables.
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