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Legislative Intent

Reference Number: CTAS-1314
In 1995, our legislature took the somewhat unusual step of codifying (enacting as part of the Tennessee
Code) its intent regarding application of state statutes related to domestic abuse:
The purpose of this part is to recognize the seriousness of domestic abuse as a crime and to
assure that the law provides a victim of domestic abuse with enhanced protection from domestic
abuse. A further purpose of this chapter is to recognize that in the past law enforcement agencies have treated domestic abuse crimes differently than crimes resulting in the same harm but
occurring between strangers. Thus, the general assembly intends that the official response to
domestic abuse shall stress enforcing the laws to protect the victim and prevent further harm to
the victim, and the official response shall communicate the attitude that violent behavior is not
excused or tolerated.
T.C.A. § 36-3-618.
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