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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
Nashville, TN. 37219
615-532-3555 phone
615-532-3699 fax
ctas@tennessee.edu
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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In October of 1996, the Department of Safety began issuing handgun carry permits pursuant to 1996
Public Chapter 905. Previous to this change, handgun carry permits were issued by local sheriffs’ offices.
Handgun carry permits are no longer issued by sheriffs’ offices. The Department of Safety has the sole
responsibility to issue handgun carry permits. T.C.A. § 39-17-1351.
When the Department of Safety receives a handgun carry permit application, the department is required
to send a copy of the application to the sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides. Within 30
days of receiving an application, the sheriff is required to provide the department with any information
concerning the truthfulness of the applicant's answers to the eligibility requirements set forth in T.C.A. §
39-17-1351(c) that is within the knowledge of the sheriff. T.C.A. § 39-17-1351(g)(2). This does not require
the sheriff to conduct a full criminal background investigation, only a check of local records within the
sheriff’s office.
As part of the process of applying for a handgun carry permit, an applicant is required to provide two
full sets of classifiable fingerprints at the time the application is filed with the department. The applicant
may have his or her fingerprints taken by the department at the time the application is submitted, or the
applicant may have his or her fingerprints taken at any sheriff's office and submit the fingerprints to the
department along with the application and other supporting documents. The sheriff may charge a fee
not to exceed $5 for taking the applicant's fingerprints. At the time an applicant's fingerprints are taken
either by the department or a sheriff's office, the applicant is required to present a photo identification.
If the person requesting fingerprinting is not the same person as the person whose picture appears on
the photo identification, the department or sheriff must refuse to take the applicant’s fingerprints. T.C.A. §
39-17-1351(d)(1).
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