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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
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The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
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There are no extraordinary qualifications to hold the office of county commissioner. However, a person
must comply with the qualifications, explained under the General Information under County Offices tab,
for holding office in this state.
County commissioners must reside within and be qualified voters of the district they represent. T.C.A. §
5-5-102. County employees otherwise qualified to serve may hold office as a legislative body member,
except that a director of schools who was not a member of the county legislative body on June 18, 2005,
is not qualified. T.C.A. § 5-5-102. However, no person elected or appointed as county mayor, sheriff,
trustee, register, county clerk, assessor of property, or any other countywide office filled by popular vote
or by the legislative body may be elected to the legislative body. T.C.A. § 5-5-102. Additionally, a member
of a county legislative body shall resign their seat on such body if they accept an appointment for a vacancy required by the Tennessee Constitution to be filled by the county legislative body. T.C.A. § 5-5-111.
After receiving a certificate of election from the county election commission, a person elected as a county
commissioner must take two oaths prior to taking office: the constitutional oath and the oath of office
(otherwise known as the fidelity oath). Oaths of office are covered under the General Information tab of
the County Offices topic.
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